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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A medica] system for inte^ting data management with the 
process of controllably dispensing products including medications, the system comprising: 

one or more dispensers configured to contropbly reieasedismbute a product in 
response to a control signal; 

an admission subsystem configured to maintain patient information; 
a prescription subsystem coupled to said one or more dispensers and configured to 
receive entry of prescription information. t6 relate patient infonnation from, said 
admission subsystem to the prescription irtformation to initiate a detennination of 
whether the product is appropriate for the p^ent, and to send a control signal to said one 
^ or more dispenser units to fekase distribute /the product; and 

a sample management subsvsterat coupled to said one or more dispensers and 
configured to track the distribution off a sample medication to a patient, to initiate a 
determination of whether the medication is appropriate for the pat ient, and to send a 
control signal to said one or more diroenser units to distribute a sample medication . 

2. (Currently Amended) The ySystem of Claim 1, wherein said determination of 



whether the modioation product is apprl 

3. (Currently Amended) 
whether the modication groduct is aj 
(DUR). 

4. (Original) The 



■^p^e for the patient comprises a pharmacy adjudication. 
;tem of Claim 1, wherein said determination of 
)priate)for the patient comprises a drug utilization review 



of Claim 1, wherein said prescription subsystem is 
further configured to manage Md control a virmal inventory by tracking ownership and 
utilization of a plurality of individually owned and co-mingled inventories in said one or more 
dispensers, 

5. (Currently Aniended) The system of Claim 4, wherein access to a 
medioatio nproduct in inventory is further controlled according to ownership of the 
modicatio a product as tracked in said virtual inventory. 

6. (Original)/ The system of Claim 1, wherein said prescription subsystem is 
configured to manage arid control a physical inventory by sending a reorder message to reorder a 
product when an inventory level is at a predefined level. 
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7. (Original) 
par inventory level. 

8. (OrigiBal) 



The system of Claim 6, wherein the pr^efined level comprises a 



The system of Claim 6, wherein the^predefined level comprises a 
dynamic par level that is based upon medical office product usag/data. 

9. (Original) . The system of Claim 1, wWin said admission subsystem 
generates a patient specific drug benefit profile used in prescribing the medication. 

10. (Cancelled) The system of Claim 1. fiartb^ comprising a sample management 
subsystem configured to track the distribution of a samp/e medication to a patient, to associate 
infonnation gathered from tbe distribution of the/sample medication with said patient 
information, to initiate a determination of whether th6 medication is appropriate for die patient, 
and to send a control signal to said one or more dispfenser units to release a sample medication. 

11. (Currently Amended) The systemybf Claim 1, further comprising, a patient care 
subsystem configured to relate said patient inftfrmation to data collected from the dispensing of 
an office administered m e dication produgt /^d jto send a control signal to said one or more 
dispenser units to fekase distribute ajie of^e jtaministered product. 



12. (Currently Amended) The 
counter subsystem configured to relal 
dispensing of an over the counter product 



'Stem Jbf Claim 1, further comprising an over-the- 
(aid/^tient information to data collected from the 
ler configured to send a control signal to said one 
or more dispenser units to felease distroute the e vor - tho count e r over'tlie-counter product. 

13. (Original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the medication is dispensed at the 
point of care. 

14. (Currently Amencled) The system of Claim 1, fiuther comprising a central server 
connected via a network to said prescription subsystem and configured to receive and process 
said determination of whethey the m o dioationp roduct is appropriate for the patient. 

15. (Original) / The system of Claim 14, wherein said central server is coupled to 
an enterprise resource planning system having an accounting module configured to track finances 
and collection of money, in inventory module configured to manage physical and virtual product 
inventories, a purchasing module configured to automatically process piirchase requests, and a 
fulfillment module confjfgured to manage product order requests. 
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16. (Cancelled) A medical product dispensing /system for integrating data 
management with the process of controUably dispensing medical products at the point of care, 
comprising: 

one or more dispensers configured to controljfably grant access to a product in 

response to a control signal; 

an admission subsystem configured to coUec^and maintain patient information; 
a prescription subsystem for receiving dtxy of prescription information, for 
relating patient information from said admi/sion subsystem to the prescription 
infomation to initiate a determination of wheffler the medication is appropriate for the 
patient, and for sending a control signal to saiG one or more dispenser units to release a 
product; 

a sample management subsystem configured to track the distribution of a sample 
medication to a patient, to associate infiftrmation gathered from the distribution of the 
sample medication with said patient inM-mation to initiate a determination of whether the 
sample medication is appropriate Voi/m^ patient, and to send a control signal to said one 
or more dispenser units to grant aci^sto the sample medication; 

a marketing subsystem coqngurec^to associate said patient information with said 
information from at least one ot 
information to transmit; and 

a point of sale sub systoraf configured to manage payment information. 

17. (Cancelled) The niedical product dispensing system of Claim 16, wherein said 
sample management subsystem if further configured to relate patient information from said 
admission subsystem to the prescription information and to initiate a drug utilization review 
(DUR) to determine whether the/ sample medication is appropriate for the patient. 

18. (Cancelled) The medical product dispensing system of Claim 17, fiirther 
comprising a central server connected via a network to said prescription subsystem, said sample 
management subsystem, and said marketing subsystem and further configured to receive and 
process said determination pf whether the medication is appropriate for the patient. 

19. (Cancelled/ The medical product dispensing system of Claim 18, wherein said 
central server is configured to receive and process a drug utilization review (DUR). 



^stem thereby determining appropriate marketing 
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20. (Cancelled) The medical product dispensj/g system of Claim 18, wherein said 
central server is configured to maintain data or informa^n in a database, and said central server 
is coupled to an information distribution subsysten/^t is configured to generate and display 
reports from said data to users. 

21. (Cancelled) The medical ^Todf^^$p&ns\ng system of Claim 16, further 
comprising physical and virmal inventory contwf ailid management. 

22. (Currently Amended) A medication dispenser for inteafating data management 
\ii the process of controllably dispensing a product at the point of c^e, comprising: 

one or more product cabinets configured to con/rollably feieasedistrlbutc a 
product in response to a control signal from a prescription subsystem; 

an admission subsystem configured to collect paty&nt information; ^ 
a prescription subsystem configured to receive/entry of prescription information 
and to relate the patient information to the pre/cription information to initiate a 
determination of whether the product is appropriat/for the patient, further configured to 
transmit a control signal to the one or more product cabinets to permit access to the 
produc t: and 

a sample management subsystem couj^led to said one or mo re product cabinets 
and configured to 

receive a request to distribute a sgmAleTnedication to apatienL 
initiate a determination of whettJpr the Sample medication is appropriate for the 

patient, 

send a control signal to said ome^r more product cabinets to distribute a sample 
medication, 

track the distribution of sample medications to patients, and 
initiate the transmission of sample medication distribution data . 
23- (Currently Amended) Thf medicalion dispenser of Claim 22, further comprising a 
marketing subsystem configured to traotc and report use of the product or the sample medication 
and to associate said patient informauon with said use of the product or the sam ple medication 
thereby determining appropriate mailceting information to direct to an individual dispensing the 
product or the sample medication a^d/or said patient. 
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24. (Cancelled) A system for mtegrating data rf^anagemeiit with the process of 

dispensing a sample medication, comprising: 

one or more dispensers configured to control/ably release a sample medication in 
response to a control signal from a sample management subsystem; 

an admission subsystem configured to collebt patient information; and 
a sample management subsystem configuyfed to determine a sample medication for 
a patient and to track sample medication usage( and to transmit a dispense signal to the 
one or more dispenser units. 

25. (Cancelled) The system of Clai^ 24, wherein said sample management 
subsystem further is configured to initiate a drug/utilization review of the sample medication 
prior to transmitting a dispense signal to the one or more dispenser units. 

26. (Cancelled) The system of Claun 24, wherein said sample management 
subsystem further is configured to track dispen/ing of said sample medication and to compile and 
provide sample usage reports to a user. 

27. (Cancelled) The system/Slsfclaim 24, further comprising a marketing subsystem 
configured to track and report the use joy^ie sample medication and to associate said patient 
information with said use of the samplMnedicamon thereby determining appropriate marketing 
and educational information to direct to an injivvidual dispensing the sample medication and/or 
said patient. 

28. (Cancelled) The systm of Claim 24, comprising a central server connected via 
a network to said sample managanent subsystem, wherein said central server receives tracked 
sample medication usage informafion from said sample management subsystem and wherein said 
central server makes said sample management usage information available to an authorized user. 

29. (Cancelled) The system of Claim 28, wherein said authorized user is a 
pharmaceutical company representative. 

30. (Cancelled) / The system of Claim 28, wherein said authorized user is a 
medication supplier. 

31. (Currently Amended) A system for integrating data management with the process 
of dispensing products ay the point of care, comprising: 

a patient {nfoimation database configured to maintain patient infonnation; 
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one or more dispensers configured to dispense a prbduct in response to a control 
signal from a prescription module; and 

a prescription module configured to receive a p/escription for the product and to 
initiate an adjudication check for the product utiliziiife said patient information, further 
configured to transmit the control signal to skid one or more dispensers to 
fe^ease distribute the product^and 

a marketing module in comTnunication w itM said patient information database and 
caiH prescri ption module, the marketing module (/onfigured to_^ ather product usage data, 
tf^transmit said product usage data, and to receive, in re sponse to the transmission of said 
product usage data, marlcetin .p ; information for afn individual dispen sing the product and/or 
a patient . 

32. (Currently Amended) The system ol Claim 31, further comprising an invontor^^ 
manag e ment moiinl^ to ^"n^-^l ''n^ m-wngn tW ft invontoTv of tlio producta central system 
comprising a central server in communication with said marketing modu le, which central system 

product usage data and to determine appropriate 
iispensing the product and/or said patient . 



rem 0t Claim ^31. wherein said prescription 
inv^tory by tracking ownership and utilization of 
Ibo inventories in said one or more dispensers, 
(stem of Claim 33, wherein the product is 



is configured to receive the transmission of 
marketing information to direct to an indivii 

33. (Currently Amended) The s 
module further manages and controls a vi 
a plurality of individually owned but co-n4iri 

34. (Currently Amended) 
FolcQ3cd distributed to a user in resp<pse to the control signal base dcontingent upon the user 
having product in virtual inventory. 

35. (Currently Amended/ A system for integrating data management with the process 
of controllably dispensing producta at the point of care, comprising: 

a patient information database configured to maintain patient information; 

one or more dispensers configured to controllably dispense a product in response 
TO a control signal from/a prescription module; a&4 

a prescription module configured to receive a prescription for the product and to 
initiate an adjudicatidn check for the product utilizing said patient information, further to 
transmit the control ^ignal to said one or more dispensers to feteas edistribute the product; 
and 
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an mventorv m ATia pement mod i ilp r.onfigured to control ^id manage the physical 
v irtual inventory nf the product, said cop trol and management of said 



inventory and the 




vtrtiinT inventorv comprising trackin g ownership and dii(pensing of a plurality of 
inHwifiiiallv owned and co-minsled n roduct inventories in gaid one or more dispensers . 

36. (Cancelled) The system of Claim 35, wherein said inventory management 
module is configured to control and manage a physical inven^ry and a vimial inventory for the 
product. 

37. (Cancelled) The system of Claim 36, /wherein said inventory management 
module is configured to manage and control said virtue inventory by tracking ownership and 
utilization of a plurality of individually owned and coybningled product inventories in said one or 
more dispensers. 

38. (Original) The system of Claini 37, wherein access to a product in inventory 
is further controlled according to ownership of thb product as tracked in said virtual inventory. 

39. (Original) The system of Claim 36, wherein said inventory management 
module is configured to manage and control si physical inventory by sending a reorder message to 
reorder a product when an inventory level \i at a predefined level. 

40. (Original) The sy|t9nyqf Claim 39, wherein the predefined level comprises a 
par inventory level. 

41. (Original) The sys^moRClaim 40, wherein the predefined level comprises a 
dynamic par level that is based upon/c ledipal office product usage, 

42. (Original) The/syitMi of Claim 39, fiirther comprising a central server 
connected via a network to saM i^entory management module, and said central server is 
connected to an ERP subsystem that is configured to receive and process the reorder message. 

43. (Cancelled) A system for dispensing a medical product and for controlling a 
virtual inventory comprisine 

one or more dispensers to controllably release a medical product in response to a 
control signal; ; 

a prescritStion subsystem configured to manage and control a co-mingled physical 
inventory of a/plurality of individually owned medical products and to send a dispense 
signal to said/one or more dispensers to release a medical product to a user based upon 
the user having the medical product in a virtual inventory. 
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44. (Currently Amended) A medical system for inteirating data management with the 
process of controllably dispensing a product, including a medication, the system comprising: 

one or more dispensers configured to controllably fetease distribute a product in 
response to a control signal; 

an admission subsystem configured to maintain patient information; 
a prescription subsystem coupled to said <(ne or more dispensers and configured to 
receive prescription infonnation, to relate pktiem information from said admission 
subsystem to the prescription information, xi initiate a pharmacy adjudication request, 
and to send a conlTol signal to said one o/ more dispenser units to fdeas edistribute a 
product; aad 

• a central system comprising a ^entral server connected via a network to said 
prescription subsystem and configured/lo receive and process the pharmacy adjudication 
request! 

a sample management subsystem coupled to said one or more d ispensers and to 
said central svstem, and configure^ to track the distribution of a sample medication to a 



patient, to associate informal 



with said patient informati 
medication is appropriate for 



lathered from the distribution of the sample medication 



to initiate a determination of whether the sample 



dispenser units to distribute ; 



an over-the-counter i 



patiqgt and to send a control signal to said one or more 



^ medication; and 



vstem coupled to said one or more dispensers and to said 



central system, and confrgyfred ifo relate said patient information to data collected from the 
dispensing of an over_thg counter product further configured to send a control signal to 
said one or more dispenser units to distribute the over the counter product . 
45. (Original) The system of Claim 44, wherein said central system comprises an 
enterprise resource planning subsystem coupled to said central server and said enterprise resource 
planning subsystem having An accounting module configured to track finances and collection of 
money, an inventory moddle configured to manage physical and virmal product inventories, a 
purchasing module configured to automatically process purchase requests, and a fulfillment 
module configured to mmage product order requests. 
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46. (Original) The system of Claim 44. wherein said central system comprises a 
pharmacy subsystem, wherein said pharmacy system is configu/ed to adjudicate a pharmacy 

adjudication request. / 

47. (Original) The system of Claim 44, wherein/said central system comprises a 
support subsystem connected to said central server, wherein said support subsystem is configured 
to manage and control user training and learning modules. / 

48. (Original) The system of Claim 44. whe/ein said central system comprises a 
website connected to said central server, wherein said websftie is configured to provide controlled 
user access to system information, / 

49. (Original) The system of Claim 4s( wherein said system information is 
selected from the group consisting of a financial report, an inventory report, a usage report, a 
regulatory report, a sales report, an order management report, and a business report. 

50. (Original) The system of Claim 44, further comprising a front office server 
coupled to said one or more dispensers and conArising said admission subsystem and said 
prescription subsystem, said front office server configured to serve patient information. 

51. (Original) The system of Clafim ^4, wherein said central server is configured 
to provide content to a marketing subsystem. 1 / ll- — ^ 

52. (Original) The system of jciaim 44. wherein said central system performs 
system maintenance and monitoring. h / 

53. (Cancelled) A method for/dipensing a medical product at the point of care 
comprising: / 

receiving a prescription recuiest for a medical product for a patient; 

transmitting the prescrimion request for adjudication by comparing patient 
information with prescription imormation for the medical product to determine whether 
the medical product is appropriate for the patient; 

releasing said medical product from a controlled dispenser; and 

sensing removal of the medical product from the controlled dispenser. 

54. (Cancelled) The method of Claim 53, ftnther comprising verifying that the 
correct medical product is taken. / 

55. (Cancelled) The /method of Claim 53, further comprising manually sending 
refill information to a phaimacy <k medical product supplier. 
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56. (Cancelled) The method of Claim 53. further comprising electronicaUy sending 
refiU infomation to a phannacy or medical product supplier. I 

SI. (Cancelled) A method for controllably disp^^sing a medication and integrating 
daU management comprising: 

receiving a prescription for a medication; 

initiating an adjudication check, said adjudication check comprising comparing 
patient information with prescription information for the medication to determine 
whether the medication is appropriate for the patifent; 

providing chnical or marketing information related to the prescription to a user or 
the patient; 

making said medication available to thfe user; 

sensing the talcing of the medication ;/and 

verifying that the correct medicatioiyis dispensed. 

58. (Cancelled) The method of ClaiA 57, wherein the sensing the taking comprises 
electronically sensing the taking of the medicatioiA. 

59. (Cancelled) The method oE pai^i 57, wherein verifying that the correct 
medication is taken comprises receiving med 
medication package information to stored infoj 

60. (Cancelled) The method ov dlSaim/^7, wherein the medication information is 



received by scanning a bar code on the mcdicati 



:atii&n^ckage information and comparing said 
ation oil the system. 



/package. 



61. (Cancelled) A method for dispensing a medical product and integrating data 
management comprising: 

receiving a request for a nrfedical product; 

providing clinical or marketing information related to the request to a user or a 

patient; 

making said medical product available to the user; 
sensing the taking of me medical product from a controlled dispenser; and 
verifying that the coitect medical product is taken from the controlled dispenser 

62. (Cancelled) The /method of Claim 61, further comprising initiating an 
adjudication check, said adjudicktion check comprising comparing patient information with 
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request information for the medical product to determine whether' the medical product is 
appropriate for the patient. ^ 

63. (Cancelled) A method for inventory management' and control of a pluxahry of 
individually owned product that is co-mingled in a controlled disnfenser unit, comprising: 

storing in a controlled dispenser unit a plurahty individually owned product for 
more than one inventory owner; 

receiving inventory data for each individual ini^entory owner; 

tracking the dispensing of a product owned by the individual inventory owner 
from the controlled dispenser unit; 

updating the inventory data; and 

controllably dispensing the product l^ed upon the inventory data for the 
individual inventory owner. 

64. (Cancelled) A method for controlling access to a plurality of individually 
owned product that is co-mingled based upon virtu^ inventory, comprising: 

storing together in a controlled dispenser a plurality of individually owned product 
for more than one inventory owner, 



tracking the inventory level o: 

owner; 

granting access to an indi 
inventory level of the individual in 
65. (Cancelled) A methd 
medication at the point of care using a 

generating a patient 



atiej 



peci 



[idividually owned product for each inventory 



al invedtory owner to a product based upon the 
)ry owier. 

oviding information used in prescribing a 
ecific benefit profile, the method comprising: 
fie drug benefit profile mtegrating patient specific 



eni 



for 




information, benefit profile, did inventory stams; and 

displaying said patient specific benefit profile to a user. 

66. (Cancelled) The method of Claim 65, wherein said patient specific drug benefit 
profile is displayed on a handheld computer, a printout, a desktop computer, or a laptop 
mmpiiTfir 



67. (New) Theme 
configured to track and repor 



, system of Claim 1, further comprising a marketing subsystem 
; use of the product or the sample medication and to associate 
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